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Richard Gilbert is an urban issues consultant who focuses on transportation, waste management, energy systems, and urban governance, with recent or current clients in North America, Europe, and Asia. He has served over the last several years as transport consultant to the Paris-based Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and to Civic Exchange, a Hong Kong-based think tank, as part-time research director of the Toronto-based Centre for Sustainable Transportation (CST, just about to move to the University of Winnipeg), and as adjunct professor in the University of Sherbrooke’s Faculty of Administration (Centre d’études en réglementation économique et financière).
Richard Gilbert has a 1966 PhD in experimental psychology and in an earlier career was a psychology professor and researcher, teaching at universities in the 1960s and 1970s in Ireland, Scotland, the U.S., Mexico, and Canada, and associated with the Addiction Research Foundation of Ontario from 1968-1991. In the 1990s, he taught graduate courses in planning and urban governance at York University’s Faculty of Environmental Studies.
He served as a member of the councils of the City of Toronto and Metropolitan Toronto from 1976-1991, and as president of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities in 1986-1987. On retiring as a municipal politician, he became the first president and CEO of the Canadian Urban Institute, from 1991-1993, and has worked as an independent consultant since then.

Major reports published during the last three years include Electrifying Hong Kong: Making Transport Sustainable and Hong Kong’s Freight Transport for Civic Exchange; Soft Measures and Transport Behaviour for Umweltbundesamt, the German Federal Environment Agency and OECD; Energy and Smart Growth for the Neptis Foundation and the Government of Ontario; Policy Instruments for Achieving Environmentally Sustainable Transport for OECD; Sustainable Transportation Performance Indicators for CST (supported by four departments of the Government of Canada); and Energy and Transport Futures for Canada’s National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy.. He was the lead author of Making Cities Work: The Role of Local Authorities in the Urban Environment (Earthscan), one of three books commissioned by the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements for the Habitat II conference held in Istanbul in June 1996. With Anthony Perl, he is writing a book with the title Transport Revolutions: Making the Movement of People and Freight Work for the 21st Century, to be published by Earthscan late in 2006.
Richard and Rosalind Gilbert have lived in the same house in downtown Toronto since 1970 with few current pastimes other than playing pool in local bars, keeping track of large numbers of children and grandchildren—many living nearby but also in Montreal and near Hull, UK—and planning a trip to Chile and Easter Island in December 2005, just before such air travel becomes unaffordable.

